
ITS ONLY A PAPER MOON 
Lyrics by Billy Rose and E.Y. Harburg, Music by Harold Arlen, Arranged by Jerry White 2017 

 
INTRO: (C7) (Gm) (C7) (F) 
 
VERSE 1 
(F) Say it's only a paper (C7) moon  
Sailing over a card board (F) sea, 
But it wouldn't be (Gm) make believe  
If (C7) you believed in (F) me.  
 
VERSE 2 
(F) Yes, it's only a canvas (C7) sky  
Hanging over a muslin (F) tree, 
But it wouldn't be (Gm) make believe  
If (C7) you believed in (F) me. 
 
CHORUS 
(F7) With out (Gbdim) your (Am) love,  
It's a (Gm) honky tonk pa- (F) rade, 

(F7) With out (Gbdim) your (A7) love  
It's a (F) melody played in a (C7) penny arcade. 
 
VERSE 3 
(F) Barnum and Bailey (C7) world 
Just as phony as it can (F) be, 

But it wouldn't be (Gm) make believe  
If (C7) you believed in (F) me 
 
REPEAT CHORUS and VERSE 3 
TAG: 
But it wouldn't be (Gm) make believe  
If (C7) you believed in (F) me. (C7) (F)V 


